Sodium fluorid and pyrethrum were used singly or in mixtures and applied to the crotches of trees or on cotton bands around the trunks.
(See fig. 6 .)
The cotton bands usually rid the trees quickly 14 BULLETIN 965, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. One type of container extensively used was a^-pound paraffined paper bag ( fig. 10 .) Well-made paper bags were purchased in large quantities, punched about 2 inches above the bottom with four holes small enough to exclude honeybees, and dipped in molten paraffin of Fig. 10.-A paramned paper bag in place on tree. a melting point above 124°F. Paraffin, being highly inflammable, should be removed from the stove during the dipping. The top of the bag is held with a pair of curved forceps or pliers, the bag completely submerged in the paraffin, momentarily drained, and stood top upward on a greased board or tin. This allows the residue paraffin to settle well into the bottom, the part where leakage is most apt to occur. Bags were found to be quite satisfactory and the least expensive of all containers. They have, however, certain drawbacks. They are prone to leak and wherever the arsenical sirup drips on the bark of a tree injury follows. Therefore it has been found advisable to hang paper sacks to the trunk or main branches so that no sirup will drip on the tree. During the rainy season the unprotected paraffined sacks as used in California collect water and do not stand up well.
•* Ants, however, are for the most part inactive at that time, so control is seldom necessary during the winter. One great advantage of paper bags is that feeding by the ants or crystallization of sirup is quickly detected without removal and opening. Paraffined drinking cups or other paraffined containers on the market could be used in orchards for holding ant sirup.
Sixteen-ounce round baking-powder tins recommended by Barber were tried in one orchard but proved too large and cumbersome. Several hundred 4 and 8 ounce tins of the same shape were used in experimental plots. These proved more satisfactory. In canvassing the market for different types of tins available in quantity at a reasonable price it was found that the 4-ounce oblong spice tin with plain cover (fig. 11) coating, prevented leaking, and rendered them rust-resistant. (Fig. 12.)
One small hole was punched in a side about 1 inch below the top and the can hung by it on the tree over a 2d. finishing nail.
These cans have proved the most satisfactory of all containers.
They lie close to the trunks of the trees and are not moved by either wind or rain. When the ants are sluggish, as they are in cold weather, not uncommonly they cluster beneath the can and this doubtless increases their feeding.
GROUND TRAPS.
In control work about houses, especially where there are large lawns, and also in conservatories where water is freely used, watertight round cans are advantageous. These are set in the ground along A very satisfactory substitute for the sponge was found in excelsior and four or five clean strands about a foot long were folded very loosely in the can or preferably suspended from the top, as shown in figure 15. Under no circumstances should a large, heavy, compact wad of excelsior be used. The advantage of the loose strands is that they furnish an attractive runway for the ants, reduce the likelihood of their becoming entangled in the sirup, and at the same time increase the feeding area.
When folded into a compact mass excelsior is unsatisfactory and tends to obstruct the free passage of ants, and furthermore absorbs much of the sirup unless the can is well filled.
Excelsior has entirely displaced sponges in California. After the spice tins or bags are filled, the tops are put on or the upper part of the bag folded, and they are then ready for attachment to the tree.
( Fig. 11 .)
The bags are tacked as shown in figure 10 . The cans are hung on a small finishing nail which is first driven into the tree. The containers should be on either the trunk or main branches on the shady side of the tree. 
